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The following procedures have been established by the CUC Board and are applicable to 
any addition, deletion or other proposed amendment to an existing covenantal document 
or adoption of a new Covenantal Document (inclusively referred to as “amendment”), 
including Principles, Sources, Aspirations and/or Vision of the CUC. 

 
1. Proposals to consider an amendment to the Covenantal Documents may be 

proposed by written resolution signed by no fewer than five member congregations 
(hereafter members”) located in at least two Designated Geographic Areas, or from 
the Board. 

 
2. Any such proposal, other than by the Board, shall be submitted to the Executive 

Director of the CUC by December 15 for consideration at the next year’s Annual 
Meeting. The proposal shall include: 

a. A general description of the proposed amendment (including which 
covenantal documents, and the nature of the amendment being proposed); 

b. The rationale for the proposed amendment; 
c. Any language proposed; 
d. Indication of a willingness by at least two members to be sponsoring 

members, and if requested, to participate actively in the production and 
presentation of study materials.  

 
3. The Board shall consider the proposal and shall decide whether or not to 

recommend that the members of the CUC study the proposed changes in 
accordance with these procedures. If the Board is recommending against the 
proposed amendment, it shall advise the sponsoring congregations of its position, 
who may then decide to withdraw the resolution. 

 
4. If the Board determines that the proposed amendment is non substantive1, or non-

controversial, it may recommend that the study process set out in this policy be 
waived. This recommendation shall be included in the motion to consider the 
amendment as set out in section 5 below. The members will first vote on the waiver, 
and then on the resolution. At least ⅔ majority is required for both. 

 
 

1 Non-substantive amendments are those which do not alter the scope or intent of the motion. 
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5. Unless the sponsoring members withdraw their proposal, a motion to study the 
proposed amendment and the Board’s recommendation with the proposed timeline 
shall be sent to the members as soon as reasonably possible, preferably with the 
resolutions package, and shall be included in the notice of meeting provided by 
article 3.5 of the by-law. 

 
6. A vote to study a proposed amendment shall proceed by way of ordinary resolution. 

 
7. If the motion to study the amendment is approved, the CUC Board may direct the 

Executive Director to consult with the sponsoring members to create or 
disseminate a set of study materials relevant to the proposal, or to otherwise 
prepare such material. The Board may establish a Task Force to oversee the study 
process and collect and analyse feedback. 

 
8. Study materials will be provided to each congregation for consultation, exploration 

and feedback. The Executive Director will ensure that an appropriate number of 
online educational sessions will be held to provide background, review the 
materials, and engage in discussion of the proposal. 

 
9. When consultation and feedback are completed, the Executive Director or Task 

Force as applicable shall provide a report to the Board, summarizing the feedback. 
 

10. After consideration of the report from Executive Director or Task Force, the CUC 
Board shall do one of the following: 

a. Recommend a change to the Covenantal Documents and provide specific 
proposed language for that change 

b. Recommend against any change to the Covenantal Documents 
c. Recommend deferring or further study on the matter. 

 
11. The Board recommendation shall be presented at an annual or special meeting 

convened for that purpose, pursuant to section 3.4 of the By-Law. 
 

12. Notice of such regular or special meeting called for that purpose, as determined 
appropriate by the Board, shall include any proposed amendment, the Board’s 
recommendation, and the Board's rationale. It shall be sent to members 120 days in 
advance of a special meeting. If the Board is recommending an amendment, the 
exact language being proposed shall be included in the notice. 

 
13. There shall be sufficient time for the members to provide feedback with respect to 

the Board recommendations. Following consideration of any further feedback, the 
final recommendation of the Board, including proposed amendments to be voted 
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on or updated resolution language, shall be sent to members not later than 60 days 
prior to a special meeting.   

a. The Board will establish an order of voting priority for any proposed 
amendments. 

b. The Board will establish a threshold for accepting any proposed 
amendments, of at least a ⅔ majority of delegates. 

c. The Board will establish a quorum for the meeting, equal to or greater than 
that for an Annual General Meeting 

 
14. At such a Special Meeting, the Board may, at its discretion defer a vote on any 

proposed amendment or the main motion for further study and vote at a later 
meeting. 

 
15. The delegates to the Special Meeting may vote to accept, reject, or defer for further 

study, any amendment or the main motion.  
 

16. Any change to the Covenantal Documents accepted by the vote of a Special 
Meeting convened for that purpose will take effect upon a vote to confirm at the 
following Annual General Meeting. 

 
______________________________________________________ 
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